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EDITOR’S RAMBLES 
 
Welcome to the July 2012 edition of Broadreach in this the 40th Anniversary 
year of the foundation of Broadwater Sailing Club.  A special welcome to all 
our new members. 
 
In this issue you will find a report of our 40th celebration weekend together with 
photographs and many other articles.  We were fortunate that one of our 
guests for the 40th celebrations, Tom Gruitt, is a professional boat photogra-
pher.  He took a considerable number of pictures some of which I have in-
cluded in this issue whilst many more can be found on the club’s website.  I 
have also included more colour pages than usual for this special edition. 
 
We have been fortunate up to now to have our postage costs for the last few 
editions covered by Michael Kilbey Associates Ltd but in these hard financial 
times they feel that they are no longer able to do so.  On behalf of the mem-
bers and the committee I would like to thank Guy Kilbey for the support that he 
has been able to give us. 
 
This brings me to the subject of production costs and particularly postage, the 
costs of which, as you are all no doubt aware, are going up quite steeply.  It 
would bw possible to provide Broadreach in PDF format by e-mail this has the 
added advantage of providing all the pictures in colour.  If any of our readers 
would like to receive it in this format please let me know. 
 
For those who have contributed articles and photographs to this edition a big 
thank you. 
 
N.B. Please remember that all the photographs in Broadreach are copyright. 
 
Don Kyle 
 
E-mail:  BroadreachEditor@BroadwaterSC.org.uk 
 

Broadreach on the Web 
 

Broadreach is also available on the club website 
A 

All photographs are in full colour 
 

Many more photographs are available in the “Gallery” section of the website 
 

Website: www.BroadwaterSC.org.uk 



COMMODORE’S GYBES 

I am writing this at the end of a very full weekend cele-
brating 40 years of Broadwater SC (you can read more 
about that later). 
 
The weekend is just the last of a number of events 
hosted by Broadwater SC since the turn of the year.  The 
Race Committee organised Solo, Enterprise, Laser, Mira-
cle and Albacore Open Meetings, being opportunities for 
visitors with these classes of boat to travel from all over 

the country to race on our lake.  In May Richard Linsdale ran a 3 week “Start 
Racing” course, and it has been great to see new faces out on the water, hon-
ing their skills.  Wednesday evening races continue to be popular, especially 
when followed by Anne & Alan Darvill’s BBQs. 
 
Dave Tonge (Foreshore Manager) organised the March Work Party and is 
hoping for a good turnout at the new “Pimms & Picnic” Island Work Party on 
7th July.  The islands, car parks and boat park are maintained by a dedicated 
team who devote most Wednesdays throughout the year to the task.  But oc-
casionally there are jobs that require more manpower in small groups over 2 
or 3 consecutive days.  If you think that you could help with these, keep an 
eye on the website & clubhouse notices and contact Dave via the website. 
 
Unfortunately the annual Chichester Cruise was postponed this year due to 
winds in excess of 30 mph, it has been re-scheduled for Saturday 15th Sep-
tember contact David Banger for details. 
 
The Juniors under Pam Hart’s and Andy Chaplin’s direction have been very 
busy on Saturday afternoons and are currently preparing for their RYA certifi-
cates, and of course looking forward to “Fun Week” with its Olympic theme 
this year. 
 
Whether you have been fortunate to get tickets for the Olympics or will be 
watching the coverage from the comfort of your armchair I hope that you all 
have a lovely summer, of sailing and sport. 
 
See you on the water soon 
Catherine Turner 
Commodore 
 
 
 
 



40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
 
On the 23rd and 24th June Broadwater SC celebrated 40 years of sailing, on 
Broadwater Lake.  The weekend began with a Saturday crammed full of activi-
ties, organised by Pam Hart and Dave Tonge. 
 
Whilst families picniced in the marquees and sunshine, they also worked on 
their raft building and dressing of boats.  By 1.30 pm the Topper Portage Race 
was underway.  Three teams of 6 took turns in sailing the boat from Pontoon 2 
to Pontoon 1, onto the trolley, up the slipway and then, with team assistance, 
back to the start for another team member to set off.  Pam, Monty Johnson, 
Sonia & Hugh Cherkas, Simon Kiln and Tom Hewitson demonstrated that you 
are never too old by joining in. 
 
The Portage Race was eventually won by Monty Johnson, Emma Johnson, 
Becky Johnson, Kate Johnson, Jason Kilbey and James Kingston. 

Next came the mustering for the 3 pm “Sail Past” with former Commodore 
Don Kyle joining Catherine in the anchored Committee Boat to take the salute. 
Graham Darvill somehow managed to sort the 25 decorated boats into a for-
mation.  This was no mean feat, for there was a lively breeze blowing.  Even-
tually, with bunting and Union Jacks flying, one dinghy with a dog on board 
(Georgie Kilbey) and a few with more than the safe recommended number of 
passengers, the fleet sailed safely past. 
 
But there was no let up in events; at 4 pm Dave Tonge issued the Raft Race 
rules, and gave the “go” command.  A stampede of all ages ran to Pontoon 2 
and launched themselves to their fate.  Mark Turner arrived to discover his 



crew, daughter Emma, was out sailing and his raft had deflated but undeterred 
he joined in 10 minutes late.  At the front of the race, Jamie & Graham Darvill 
and Will Harman had made a text book start, closely followed by James & 
Julius Kiln with Dylan Platten, then came Jason Kilbey and James Kingston, 
the solo Jamie Chaplin, the Heath-Robinson-like raft of family Cherkas (Ian, 
Sonia & Hugh) that somehow floated just below the water surface.  Unfortu-
nately an early bath was taken by Tim and daughter Joely Chalklen on a bed-
frame raft, (built by the Vice-Commodore Stewart French) which looked great, 
but was extremely unstable. 

The race was furiously paddled throughout and eventually won by team Kiln & 
Platten, who finished an oar’s length ahead of team Darvill & Harman.  Other 
places 3rd Kilbey & Kingston, 4th Turner, 5th Cherkas and 6th Jamie Chaplin. 
 
On shore Pam organised a Treasure Hunt, during which there was reportedly 
some cheating (surely not) a lot of items found and sweets were won. 
 
Pam’s 1972 - 2012 quiz with questions set for all ages to ponder, was won by 
the McManus family, only ½ point ahead of the Harman family. 
 
The evening celebration began at 7 pm with Bob the Magician performing 
tricks for the children and again later at tables for the more seasoned mem-
bers.  Whilst John Robbins (Paella Parties) prepared the colourful paellas, 
nearly 150 members quaffed sangria, ate salsa-dipped nachos and were ac-
companied by Spanish Guitarist Neil Simon.  After the paellas, pizzas and ga-
teaux were consumed Neil treated us to some beautiful opera and red roses 
for the ladies.  The evening concluded with a Messrs Darvill firework display, 
the sparkle in no way dampened by the rain which as forecast fell at last. 
 

 

Roll tacking in the French’s bed? 



Sunday was the Anniversary Regatta, the first race began with 13 boats, but 
only 9 crossed the finish line, due to the very windy and challenging condi-
tions, special mention for Hugh Cherkas who, relatively new to racing, finished 
4th in his Supernova. 
 
40th Anniversary Regatta Results 
 
Rank    Class                Sail No              Helm 
1st        Enterprise         22569                G Hart 
2nd       Albacore            7500                  G Darvill 
3rd        Laser                 29                      D Kinnerley 
4th        Graduate           2974                  D Wilson 
5th        Albacore            7179                  B Deacon 
6th        Supernova        396                    H Cherkas 
7th        Laser                 49821                G Kilbey 
8th        Graduate           3005                  S French 
9th        Albacore            6477                  G Kilbey 
10th      Miracle              3333                  B Mellor 
11th      Miracle              3314                  D Cadd 
 
The “BSC Round the Island Race” was sadly abandoned due to a lack of 
younger entrants to sail the Oppies and Toppers required, so an early lunch 
was followed by the last race.  Six of the 9 entrants finished at the end of a 
very full weekend.  Regatta winners were Pam & Greg Hart, 2nd Graham Dar-
vill (with crews Jason Kilbey and then James Kingston) 3rd David Kinnerley 
and 4th David & Sandra Wilson. 
 
The weekend closed with the Anniversary Cake competition.  The two entries 

 

The French Bed made it in the end! 



THE 40TH AGM 
 
37 club members attended the 40th AGM held at the clubhouse on Tuesday 6th 
March 2012. The Commodore reviewed the club's activities over the previous 
twelve months an noted the following points: - 
 

Membership was 216 of which 22 are new members. 
 

Work Parties organised by Dave Tonge have been very successful. 
 

Brian Deacon was introduced as the new buildings manager. 
 

Junior section is thriving - thanks to Pam Hart and Richard Linsdale for all 
their hard work. 
 

Racing numbers generally down but the open meetings have been very 
successful with 28 Lasers in the Laser Open and the first Miracle Open 
being so successful that this year we are hosting a 2 day Open in April. 
 

The water level is very low a survey will be done to find the location and 
size of the shallows with a view to removing them. 
 

This year we will be celebrating our 40th anniversary over the weekend of 
23rd/24th June. 

 

The Treasurer reported that the club had a profit of £11,621.44 in 2011 with 
income from subscriptions and berth fees of £30,514. 
 

A change was made to the constitution to accommodate members with spe-
cial needs. 
 

Members’ views were sought on the form of the 40th Anniversary event on the 
evening of Saturday 23rd June.  The general feeling was to organise some-
thing costing around £10 per head with perhaps a caterer cooking a paella, 
using our own marquee from 7:30 on.  The Club may subsidise fireworks.  It 
was also suggested that a smart black tie event would be organised on an-
other day in or around October. 
 

John Finnemore: - Hon Secretary 

were a cherry topped chocolate cake by Anne Darvill and a delicious Broad-
water blackberries & apple cake by Alice Benton. 
 

A huge thank you goes to Graham, Pam and Dave for the hours of organizing 
that they put in to making a really great event.  We are already looking forward 
to the 50th! 
 

Catherine Turner 



BROADWATER SAILING/DOG CLUB 
 
Let me tell you a story.  Some years ago the club purchased a dumper truck to 
help carry out work on the new site, this being just after we moved from the 
south end of the lake.  This dumper truck was a huge benefit and made a lot 
of the site improvements quicker and easier to achieve.  But it was also very 
popular with some club members who insisted on starting the truck every Sun-
day morning to carry out odd jobs.  From anywhere on the lake, let alone in 
the clubhouse, all you could hear was the thump, thump, thump of the single 
cylinder diesel engine.  Some members wanted to come to Broadwater to get 
away from such noises and enjoy the sailing and peace, but others wanted to 
come and drive around on the dumper truck, an activity that they could not do 
in the office or at home.  Eventually the committee decided that we were a 
sailing club and not a dumper truck club so the truck was sold. 
 
By now many of you will have guessed my point – Broadwater is a sailing club 
not a dog obedience training school (although some of the dogs and their 
owners might benefit if it were).  Many members comment on the natural 
beauty of our lake, and how pleasant and peaceful it is to enjoy the view, and 
the nature that goes with it.  One easy way to spoil this tranquil enjoyment is 
with loud, persistent noise such as dogs barking!  When there are one or two 
well-behaved dogs on site there are no problems and I don’t object to the oc-
casional bark but when dog barking is loud and repetitive it certainly ruins my 
enjoyment of the club.  This is compounded when the owners make no at-
tempt to stop their pet from causing a nuisance.  This point was not made in 
the previous Broadreach article about dogs on site, hence the debate at this 
year’s AGM and my agreement to write this article. 
 
So, if we are to continue to allow dogs on site their owners should act in a re-
sponsible manner and be aware that not all of our members like dogs and 
their noise and habits!  The club rules on dogs are no different to the other 
club rules.  We would not allow a member to bring a speed boat or canoe to 
Broadwater and use it on the lake so why should we allow dogs which are not 
kept under control on leads or are allowed to bark and annoy members’ enjoy-
ment of the club? 
 
The dog rules will be kept under review by the committee who only relaxed the 
restriction on having dogs at the club a few years ago – dogs were banned 
when the club was founded 40 years ago. 
 
Coming soon…. Brian’s article on children…. (I do not have a dog but do have 
three children!). 
 
Brian Deacon 
 



CHALLENGER (An unexpected journey) 
 
The first attempt at sailing my Challenger at Broadwater 
 
In June 2010 it was a double blow to be told by the consultant that not only did 
I have a rare form of cancer in the glands of my larynx, but I’d also have to 
give up sailing my Laser dingy as a result of the planned surgery.  The con-
sultant suggested I’d just have to get a bigger boat, but selling the house and 
buying a yacht went down like a lead balloon with my wife. 
 
I then started on a parallel journey of medical treatment and plans as to how I 
could continue sailing.  On recovering at home after having had my larynx re-
moved and getting used to breathing through a hole (stoma) at the bottom of 
my throat and then having to press a button to speak, I determined there were 
2 routes in getting back into dingy sailing. 
 
The first route was to come up with a method that would close the stoma if I 
fell in (otherwise I’d drown) or secondly get a new boat. 
 
On investigating the first route I discovered there was a device that would al-
low a laryngectomy patient to go swimming.  This consisted of a snorkel type 
device that strapped to the side of the head with a non-return valve at the top 
of a pipe that connected to the stoma.  The connection to the stoma would 
need to be custom-made to suit the individual and its use would need both 
medical approval and having to undergo an approved swimming training 
course.  On reading the device’s usage guidance notes it recommended a 
gentle entry into the water before starting to swim.  Apart from needing to ne-
gotiate the medical approval and training course bureaucracy, the need to 
only enter the water gently on capsizing from a Laser would be impossible to 
guarantee and failure would probably result with the device being ripped off by 
the force of the water when capsizing from a planing Laser.  So the second 
route of using a different boat became the default choice. 
 
I started searching the web to see what was available, and found there were 
roughly three types of boats suitable for the disabled sailor, the category into 
which I now found myself.  The first was large monohull keel boats which were 
clearly not suitable for my aim of getting back to sailing and racing at Broad-
water.  The second type was smaller monohulls, some with fixed keels like the 
Olympic class 2.4 (similar to an illusion) and others with water-filled keels to 
provide the necessary stability.  The fixed keel type are very heavy (~ 300kg) 
and had a deep draft making them unsuitable for manhandling when on shore 
and sailing in the shallow (in parts) Broadwater lake.  The water-filled keel 
types whilst stable did not have any recognised racing handicap and appeared 
very underpowered and unexciting to sail.  This left only the multihull type. 
 



The search showed there were two possible multihulls, a Weta and the Chal-
lenger.  The Weta is a very new modern design and although not specifically 
designed for disabled use it does have a conversion kit. 
 

However on investigating the Weta it became clear it was expensive (~£10k) 
and there were very few in the UK and on trying to arrange a trial sail the only 
offer I received involved flying out to Spain!  So that left the Challenger. 
 

On searching the web I found that the Hillingdon Outdoor Activity Centre (H.O.
A.C), just along the canal from Broadwater has an organisation that provides a 
sailing experience for the disabled on alternative Saturdays between May & 
October and uses Challengers among their range of boats.  So I e-mailed to 
make contact and advised on my new physical condition, my Laser sailing ex-
perience and requested a go in a Challenger.  I received an almost immedi-
ately welcoming reply to get myself down to HOAC on the next available Sat-
urday. 

So I told my wife I was just going to down look and find out, but packed my 
sailing gear into the car boot anyway.  The forecast was for winds about 10 
mph and on arrival and introduction I was told to get changed whilst they 
rigged and launched a Challenger ready for me.  (A service I thoroughly rec-
ommend to the Committee which should be introduced for all Challenger sail-
ors at BroadwaterJ).  I stepped into the boat, sat down and was un-
ceremonially just shoved off.  As I steered using the tiller in front of me out 
onto the lake I noticed the tell-tale ripples on the water as a gust approached. 
As the gust hit I “twitched” in trepidation of the Challenger tipping like my La-
ser and me falling in!  But, all that happened was the Challenger just dug in its 
leeward float and accelerated!  After a couple of gusts and twitches I started to 
relax and enjoy the sailing whilst sitting back in the central seat which is a bit 



like a small armchair.  I sailed for a couple of hours with a break for a cup of 
tea all for the exorbitant price of £4! 
 
I was then able to go sailing a Challenger on another two Saturdays with the 
last one experiencing winds and gusts in the region of 15-20mph when the 
spray was coming off the first cross beam.  I was hooked and all I needed now 
was to get one! 
 
Most Challengers are owned by disability clubs and very few are in private 
hands and so are rarely for sale and a new one costs in the region of £8k.  I’d 
been looking at all the adverting sites for several months without seeing one 
for sale, but whilst away on holiday in Cornwall, for a few days’ break in late 
September before starting a combined chemo and radiotherapy treatment 
plan, I received an email from the HOAC sail ability organiser informing me of 
a Challenger for sale.  I immediately contacted the seller only to find it was al-
ready sold and there had been 20 enquires within one day of its being adver-
tised! 
 
A few weeks later I was surprised to be contacted by the Challenger Associa-
tion chairman informing me of another boat for sale!  But, there was a problem 
as I recalled in the Broadwater Club rules that only dinghies were allowed to 
be sailed, whist this did not explicitly rule out multihulls the aim of the rule was 
to restrict their use due to their extra space needed in the boat park, the lack 
of room on the water for their relatively slower tacking speed and their faster 
straight line speed when mixed with slower dinghies which may lead to colli-
sions.  So before buying Challenger I needed to be sure it could be allowed to 
be sailed at Broadwater. 
 
So I contacted the Main and Race committees and asked the question.  This 
request was met with full encouragement and support and then following a 
few questions and answers I received approval for sailing a Challenger at 
Broadwater, and the club rules have now been appropriately amended. 
 
Fortunately the seller of the second boat had not advertised it and appeared to 
be in no hurry to sell  This was very fortuitous as at that time I was in the mid-
dle of a combined chemo & radiotherapy treatment plan and was too unwell 
for travelling to view a boat.  So Brain Deacon very kindly offered to view the 
boat and with my eldest son duly drove to Grafham Sailing Club for a viewing. 
Brian decided it was in good condition and my son then agreed a price and 
they brought it home.  When I saw it for the first time I was really pleased and 
thrilled with the condition and then spent many happy hours during November 
and December just pottering about in the garage checking it out in detail and 
doing a few minor repairs and replacing a few worn ropes.  When the repairs 
were done and a berth identified next to the winch at the head of the first slip-
way, the boat was moved to Broadwater at the end of January. 



As most of you will know there sailing rules designed to avoid collisions and 
the right of way boat has to hail (shout) “starboard” or “water” as a warning, 
but this is a bit of a problem for me as I can’t shout.  So what to do?  I thought 
of various ways of attracting attention most of which would be dangerous, but 
settled on using a bulb horn as used by Harpo Marks for those with good 
memories and of a certain age.  But, I then realised I would need one hand for 
the tiller, one for the main sheet and one to operate the horn so I just needed 
three hands!  Well it is a Trimaran!  (I’ve since decided to mount the horn on 
the tiller to save having to graft on another arm and hand). 
 
The other thing I’ve noticed is the bows of the main hull and floats are very 
sharp and could inflict some nasty damage during any collision.  So I thought 
I’d best come up with a name for the boat based on the theme of trimarans 
and a warning to other boats to keep clear and decided on “Tri-Dent” (You 
have been warned!) 
 
As you would expect from the racing members there is always some friendly 
banter, the comments received so far are on a theme of the Challenger’s 
width “Are you going to fit some wide load warning stickers and flashing or-
ange warning lights?” 
 
This journey would not have been possible without help from the following, to 
whom I’m very, very grateful: 
 

The disability sailing web site http://www.disabledsailing.org/ 
RYA Sailability Challenger club at H.O.A.C and the organiser Alan 
Bray 
The Chairman of the Challenger Class Association 
Brian Deacon for helping with the purchase and transport of the Chal-
lenger 
The Broadwater Main and Racing committees 
Douglas Moxey in helping me with launching & recovery as I started 
to get used to handing the Challenger 
 

First Race Result: 4th which is better than I used to do in my Laser. 
Toot, Toot!        Mark Fielding 

COMBINATION NUMBER CHANGE  
 

Members who have paid their annual subscription will find the new 
combination number on the front of this issue together with the date on 
which it will change.   
 

Please remember to scramble all locks do not to leave them with the 
combination number revealed we do not want uninvited visitors steal-
ing our equipment. 



THE BROADWATER SC MIRACLE PUDDLEDUCK 2012 
 
The weather running up to Broadwater’s first Miracle Puddleduck was very 
poor with a week of gloom, low temperatures, regular downpours and little 
wind.  Nevertheless, 6 intrepid visiting crews joined the fleet of 8 home boats 
and all were rewarded with a wonderful weekend of sailing!  Our visitors repre-
sented sailing clubs from various directions: Thornbury and Maidenhead to the 
west, Redoubt and Wilsonian in the east and Draycote Water from the Mid-
lands – we were very pleased to welcome them and their families to Broadwa-
ter. 
 
Over the weekend the wind varied in strength from mild to exciting and shifted 
between north and west.  David Walford, Race Officer, set challenging 
courses using the considerable width and length of the lake.  The predictable 
melée at the start of all 5 races meant spectators were treated to the novel 
sight of 14 Miracles vying for position. 
 
Saturday’s two races started after an excellent lunch and took place in bright 
sunshine with a freshening wind.  A pattern soon emerged with the visiting 
boats vying for the top 6 positions.  Race 1 began with a pin end start and saw 
Tracy Amos and Gemma Gibson tacking off into the distance from the start 
not to be caught.  Similarly in race 2 Neal Gibson and Brian Mumford took the 
lead with a port flyer and stayed in front throughout.  Clare and Stewart re-
corded the home club’s best position of the weekend with a creditable 5th 
place in race 2. 
 
Whilst the first 6 places were tied up by the visiting boats, a ‘midfield pack’ of 
4/5 BSC boats enjoyed close racing and the same also took place at the 
rear – F1 supporters will recognise the similarities!  We were pleasantly sur-
prised to be able to retire to the clubhouse without having seen a drop of rain 
which stayed off until 7pm. when all boats had already been stowed away and 
a fish and chip dinner was also being stowed away!  The storm outside was 
not noticed as we were entertained to an after-dinner singsong thanks to Greg 
from BSC. 
 
Sunday morning dawned with bright sunshine, another freshening wind and 
the sweet smell of a full English breakfast!.  A 9.45 start to our third race 
placed the Miracle fleet ahead of the BSC pursuit race and saw a close tussle 
from start to finish with the lead changing on a number of occasions and Han-
nah and Nick Smith recording first place.  Following a break for tea, coffee and 
cake, race 4 got underway and Neal and Brian won a close-fought battle with 
Gemma and Tracy to record their second top place. 
 

RACING AND SAILING 



Race 5 followed another superb lunch with everything to sail for, any one of 
four boats could win the trophy.  As it turned out the racing was not the only 
excitement as the weather finally caught up with us!  A huge, ominous black 
cloud swept across the lake and the wind reached its blustery peak as hail 
and rain descended in buckets!  The storm caused one or two capsizes and 
subsequent retirements but did not dampen spirits – indeed it served to show 
just how lucky we had been to have such good weather throughout the bal-
ance of the weekend! 
 
Returning to the F1 analogy the inclement weather enabled some ‘smaller 
teams’ to record good results.  The tussle at the ‘front of the grid’ was resolved 
when Tracy and Gemma were placed second behind Neal and Brian who re-
corded, with discards, a perfect 1 + 1 + 1 overall result making them worthy 
winners of the impressive Miracle Association Puddleduck Trophy for 2012.    
Further congratulations go to Tracy and Gemma for second, Brian and Paul 
third, and to John Green and his crews Pam (Saturday) and Catherine 
(Sunday) for top non-spinnaker boat.  Pete and Bob were the highest placed 
BSC crew with an overall 7th just ahead of John’s boat and that sailed by 
Joyce and Jason – both novice Miracle sailors! 
 
Many thanks go to David Walford for the racing, Catherine and Charlotte Wal-
ford for the tasty food and to the many other BSC members who contributed 

 

Barry & Joe Mellor 



towards the event behind the scenes. 
 
Finally huge thanks go to the eight BSC Miracle crews for supporting our first 
Puddleduck and the visitors from other clubs who travelled to the event de-
spite the ominous weather forecast  We were all rewarded with an excellent 
weekend and l look forward to an even bigger fleet for next year’s Puddleduck! 
 
Results 

Names 
Helm/Crew 

Club Sail No Overall  
Position 

Neal Gibson/Brian Mumford Redoubt SC 4040 1st 

Tracy Amos/Gemma Gibson Redoubt SC 3692 2nd 

Brian Jones/Paul  Maidenhead SC 4021 3rd 

Hannah Smith/Nick Smith Thornbury SC 3805 4th 

John Tippett/Kathy Bourton Draycote Water 4020 5th 

Colin Lown/Maureen Lown Wilsonian SC 206 6th 

Pete Joseph/Bob  Broadwater SC 3403 7th 

John Green/Pam Hart/ 
Catherine Turner 

Broadwater SC 3290 8th 

Joyce Moon/Jason Kilbey Broadwater SC 3826 9th 

Richard Anstey/Lauren Anstey Broadwater SC 4024 10th 

Clare Medcalf/Stewart French Broadwater SC 2132 11th 

Barry Mellor/Joe Mellor Broadwater SC 3333 12th 

John Finnemore’Janice French Broadwater SC 279 13th 

David Cadd/Jane Cadd Broadwater SC 3314 14th 

 

THE CHICHESTER CRUISE 
 

This year’s cruise has been re-scheduled 
 

for 
Saturday 15th September 

 
Contact David Banger for details. 

 

 



 

Mark Fielding in his Challenger 

 
Catherine with 3 Ex Commodores: Brian Deacon Brian Chidwick & Don Kyle 



 

Raft Building 

 

The Best Laid Plans! 



 

Rafts Away 

 

The Cherkas Raft Almost Afloat 



 

The Topper Portage Race Begins 

 

Now for the Hard Part 



 

Pam Shows the Way 

 

The Sail Past Fleet Gets Underway 



 

Alan and Graham 

 

How many can one fit in the Kerslake Boat 



 

Brian & Joyce Hang Out Together 

 

Margaret & Dave 



 

Cherrills Afloat 

 

Pam & Greg Show the Flags 



ENTERPRISE OPEN MEETING 25TH MARCH 2012 
 
Nine Enterprises turned out for the annual Broadwater Enterprise Open Meet-
ing on 25th March 2012 with 5 visiting boats coming from near and far.  We 
were pleased once again to welcome Paul Young, the Commodore of the En-
terprise Association.  The day turned out to be sunny and warm, with light 
winds that made for some challenging sailing, but overall a very enjoyable first 
day of spring.  Once again we shared the water with the Lasers for their Open 
Meeting. 
 
The start of the first race got away cleanly and was led out by Martin and 
Laurence Davies from Rugby and Daventry SC, closely followed by Phil and 
Laura Bevan from Grafham Water SC and then Greg and Pam Hart from 
Broadwater.  Martin and Laurence held the lead to the finish but Greg and 
Pam came through on the penultimate beat to finish second, with Phil and 

 

Enterprises and Lasers mix it for their joint Open Meetings 

Laura coming in third, and Dave and Maggie Beaney from Castaways fourth.  
The fleet retired to the clubhouse for the usual high quality Broadwater lunch 
provided by Janice and Stewart French, Pam Hart, Charlotte Walford and 
Margaret Banger. 
 
The second race was led out by Greg and Pam Hart closely followed by Phil 
and Laura Bevan, then Martin and Laurence Davies and Paul Young from 
Midlands SC crewed by Neil Parsloe.  The variable conditions enabled Greg 



and Pam to pull out a bit of a lead which they held to the finish.  The lower 
places were keenly contested but the finishing order remained the same. 
 
So, dependant on who took line honours, three boats were in contention for 
the overall winner going into the third race.  A large wind-shift just before the 
start gun made the port end of the line more favoured, enabling Paul and Neil 
followed by Phil and Laura to power away and open up a big lead on the first 
beat.  Martin and Laurence together with Greg and Pam were left wallowing in 
little wind in the middle of the line and spent the rest of the race playing catch 
up.  Despite best endeavours, Phil and Laura were unable to get past Paul 
and Neil who eventually crossed the line first, with Martin and Laurence third 
and Greg and Pam fourth. 
 
So in the final analysis it was a very close run thing with just 2 points separat-
ing the first 4 boats!  Greg and Pam Hart were overall winners with 3 points 
and were the first Broadwater boat to win the coveted Enterprise Chessboard 
trophy.  The next two boats both had 4 points but Martin and Laurence came 
second on discards, with Phil and Laura third and Paul and Neil fourth. 
 
Thanks go to David Walford and Paul Haywood as race officers, Dave 
Banger, Chris Brooks, Richard Anstey and Doug Moxey as Safety boat crew, 
Mark Fielding for managing entry forms and Paul Abbot for manning the bar. 
 
Greg Hart 
ENT22569 
 
Results 

Name Club Sail No Place 

D & S Wilson Broadwater 21321 8 

G Hart & P Hart Broadwater 22569 1 

P Young & N Parsloe Midland 22901 4 

C Gent & J Green  Broadwater 22543 7 

D & M Beaney Castaways 20234 DNQ 

P & L Bevan Grafham Water 22439 3 

A & A Cole Aldenham 23044 6 

J Moon & M Hayes Broadwater 22345 5 

M & L Davies Rugby & Daventry 22320 2 



LASER OPEN MEETING – 25TH MARCH 2012 
 

On a day of glorious sunshine four Lasers, all Broadwater members, turned up 
for the open meeting, which was a joint event with the Enterprise open.  In 
2011 there had been twenty eight competitors.  The drop in numbers was 
largely due to the fact that there were no visitors from HOAC (Hillingdon Out-
door Activity Centre) who turned up in considerable numbers last year, but this 
year the date coincided with an event of their own. 
 

When rigging up it was obvious that there was going to be considerable varia-
tion in both the strength and direction of the wind, and not a great deal in 
terms of strength.  But as the sun was blazing down, we were not down 
hearted as we set off in good time, in the fickle breeze, to get to the start line 
at the far end of the lake for the start of the first race.  After beating back on 
the first leg towards the clubhouse the fleet was tightly bunched, but it was 
David Cherrill who was just in the lead, a lead that he held onto until the finish. 
 

After the first race we returned to the clubhouse for liquid refreshment and a 
most excellent al fresco lunch.  The liquid refreshment and the sunshine were 
having quite a soporific on some of us and on any other day a siesta would 
have been extremely appropriate.  However, we had two more races to get on 
with to decide who would be taking the open meeting trophy home with them. 
 

We didn’t have so far to sail to get to the start of the second race.  I managed 
to make a good start and lead the first two legs of the course, but on a reach 
down towards number seven, the wind deserted me and David Cherrill took 
over the lead.  The race then split itself into two with David Cherrill leading and 
myself following and then a gap to Chris Parker battling with Paul Tarbox, and 
at the end that was the finishing order.  The third race was back to back with 
the second race and David Cherrill made it a clean sweep of wins with Chris 
Parker second and myself third. 
 

Despite the small numbers it was a very enjoyable day’s sport, made possible 
by the race officers, safety boat crews and superb refreshments. 
 

David Kinnerley 
 

Results 

Rank Sail No Helm Club 

1 189134 David Cherrill Broadwater 

2 29 David Kinnerley Broadwater 

3 183563 Chris Parker Broadwater 

4 183072 Paul Tarbox Broadwater 



SOLO OPEN MEETING 11TH MARCH 2011 
 

Twenty four Solos competed for the honour of winning the Broadwater Chess-
board at the club’s annual Solo Open meeting.  A sunny warm spring day with 
little wind, so it was pleasing to see nineteen visitors from ten different clubs, 
some as far afield as Devon, Colchester and Tonbridge, joining the local sail-
ors. 
 

The first race saw a split in the fleet on the start line following a wind direction 
change following the five minute gun.  The four boats starting at the pin end 
took an early advantage which lasted throughout the race.  After a clean start, 
the early lead was closely contested between Vince Horey 5280 / Steve Ede 
5225 / Jonathan Farnell 4874 / David Walford 5052.  During the first lap the 
lead changed between Ede / Horey with Ede retaining the lead thereafter to 
take line honours ahead of Horey 2nd and Walford 3rd. 

After a superb Broadwater lunch the fleet took to the water for their second 
race.  The wind from the first race having lessened further which did prove 
challenging for the whole fleet.  Ede led from the start followed by Horey, God-
frey Clark 4803 and Walford.  These four boats having broken away from the 
rest of the fleet after rounding the windward mark.  During the race the wind 
did die completely with the leading boats finishing in an unchanged position 
from above following the shorten course gun . 

 

Close Company 



Race 3: Unfortunately the third race had to be abandoned due to the lack of 
wind.  A decision being welcomed by the whole fleet!! 
 

Overall Steve won the event with two race wins.  Vince again in second for a 
third consecutive year and Godfrey in third place.  At the end of the day, 
prizes were presented by the club’s Commodore, Catharine Turner.  Steve 
thanked the club for their hospitality, mentioning particularly the hardworking 
volunteers in the galley. 
 

David Walford  - Solo Class Captain 
 

Results:  
 

  1st            Steve Ede         5225     Ardleigh 
  2nd      Vince Horey      5280     King George 
  3rd       Godfrey Clark   4803     Fishers Green 
  4th       David Walford   5052     Broadwater 
 

  8th       Chris Parker      4747     Broadwater 
13th       Alan Darvill       4908     Broadwater 
19th       Rodney Steel    3936     Broadwater 
23rd       Chris White       3779     Broadwater 
24th       Paul Haywood  4872     Broadwater 

ALBACORE OPEN 19TH MAY 2012 
 
Unfortunately we only have a photograph from this event. 



LADIES CAKE AND SAIL 9TH JUNE 2012 
 
Hi - I had a great time - I did my RYA level 1 24 yrs ago - so I was very rusty 
to say the least.  It was fantastic having someone so calm and encouraging in 
the boat (Richard).  It has definitely given me a confidence boost to get out in 
the water and try to impress my children!  Also the cakes were amazing. 
 
Many thanks for organising such a fun event, and to all the patient helms who 
gave up their time. 
 
Nicky Durand 
 
PS Would be fun to go sailing as you say 'w/o loved one' - as this can end up 
being stressful to our levels of incompetence! 

Totally brilliant afternoon, had been saving sailing for my retirement but now 
feel the urge to bring it forward a year or two!  Graham was the most patient 
and unrufflable (is that a word?) of instructor’s.  Thanks for a unforgettable ini-
tiation into the world of sailing. 
 
Linda Ryder-Karen Maguire's Sister 
 
Hi, 
Just wanted to say thank you for arranging a lovely event on Saturday.  As 
you know my role at the sailing club has been to chauffeur Tom and Meg 
down there and provide a picnic, and of course only on sunny days! 



Couldn't believe that I had agreed to take to the water as it were without even 
a weather check!  Anyway, teamed up with my friend Cara, we were escorted 
to our vessel by Chris our teacher for the afternoon.  We set sail and soon 
Cara and I were given the chance to helm - how brave (or stupid) of Chris! 
 

Now, I can’t believe I am going to say this, but I really enjoyed myself and feel 
encouraged enough to have another "go".  The weather helped, although, 
don't the sails get in the way of serious sunbathing?!!  Chris was very good at 
setting the right course to get the best angle from the sun!! (he was also very 
good at telling jokes, but none that we could put into print!) 
 

Sarah 
 

I enjoyed going out in the boat although I was quite nervous.  I was worried I'd 
trip up on the ropes and bits that were on the floor, and more importantly that 
I'd fall in, but thankfully didn't.  Dave was a very good and patient teacher!.  I 
felt I really earned my piece of coffee cake and tea at the end and I really en-
joyed that part of the day! 
 

Caroline Vernon 
 

A really enjoyable afternoon and I learnt a lot too! Thanks must go to Mark for 
his patience, particularly after a couple of exciting 360 degree manoeuvres 
that could have ended in complete disaster!!! 
Looking forward to next time already. 
 

Laura 

 

Joyce helps out in the Club Wanderer 



JUNIOR SAILING 2012 
 
We have had seven Saturday sailing sessions so far this season and we are 
still waiting for the perfect summer’s day.  Nevertheless, the windy, often dull, 
even rainy weather hasn’t stopped our intrepid junior sailors from turning out 
in good numbers.  We have had an average of twenty-two sailors each week 
ranging in age from five to seventeen. 
 
One Saturday was typical of the spirit shown by our juniors.  Under cloudy 
skies, the wind was a steady force 5 gusting up to force 7, but still our light-
weight helms would have been prepared to go out had we let them.  Once 
they had seen a couple of very experienced adults and young people go out 
and capsize, they were happy to do an on-shore theory session and get wet 
on a fast safety boat ride!  Our teenage group, preparing to complete their 
Level 4 certificates, went out in the Optimists and coped with the exceptional 
winds very well. 

Thanks very much for organising the cake (and the sail!).  It was a lovely after-
noon and lovely cake.  Think I'll have to have another go at sailing before too 
long or I'm going to be the only one standing on the side when the rest of my 
family are out on the water 
 
Alison 

Certificate training has now started.  I have a number of experienced adult and 
older junior sailors to call on, which has made things very easy for me.  Andy 
Chaplin represents the Juniors on the Main Committee and his support has 
been invaluable.  Neil Parsloe provided an excellent theory training session for 



helpers and older juniors before the season started.  Richard Linsdale has 
been coaching the group who will be finishing their Level 4 RYA Certificates 
and they have benefited greatly from his experience.  Andy Chaplin, Roland 
Wensel and Tom Hewitson have taken on the Level 3 group whilst Andy 
Crawford and Franziska Wensel have done some superb work with the Level 
1 and 2 groups.  I can also call on Mark Kingston, Dave Banger and Stewart 
and Janice French.  Other parents have organised the galley and helped on 
shore and with the safety boats.  All this assistance has allowed me to get on 
with the overall organisation and training for new and less experienced juniors. 
I have been particularly pleased with the progress some of our older juniors 
have made.  James Kingston and Jason Kilbey, who have already gained their 
RYA Level 4 certificates, have been helping to train our younger juniors.  They 
and several other juniors have been taking part in the Wednesday and Sun-
day racing sessions.  Jo Crawford did well in the Ladies Race – Joyce and I 
will have to watch out!  Jonathan Gilmore, crewed by his brother Matthew, 
won the Junior Sailing Trophy on another very windy day.  The full results can 
be seen on the club website. 
 

The Fun Days this year will have an Olympic theme.  Let me know if you want 
to take part as there are only a few places left. 
 

Pam Hart 



Then on the 2nd and 3rd June I took part in the 2012 National School Sailing 
Association (NSSA) Inland Championships at Datchet Water Sailing Club and 
I was one of over 90 taking part.  I raced in the rookie fleet with 20 boats, and 
there were 70 boats in the main fleet.  I sailed an RS Tera along with Toppers, 
Oppies and one Feva.  Like the other race I did at HOAC it was wet and 
windy, but it brightened up nearer the end of the day. 
 
On the first day I did four races and on the second day I did three, but I en-
joyed all of them.  In most races I was coming close to last but in every race, I 
seemed to be edging closer and closer to the front.  Unfortunately, I did not 
win a trophy or a medal but I am proud to have taken part in such a big event 
with so many people.  I will also always remember sailing in front of Windsor 
Castle on the Queen’s Jubilee weekend. 
 
By Marianne Williams-Kerslake (age 10). 

MY FIRST RACES AT HOAC AND DATCHET SAILING CLUB. 

On the 28th April I took part in the 
first event of the 2012 Youth Travel-
ler Series held at HOAC.  At first 
when we arrived I did not feel too 
exited about doing the race because 
it was a cold wet windy day.  But 
when kitted out with a cag, wetsuit 
and sailing boots I thought I’d give it 
a go.  I had to do three out of four 
races to get points, so I only did 
three since I was freezing and shiv-
ering all over. 
 
At the end of the day at the prize giv-
ing I was very shocked to find that I 
had come third out of the eight RS 
Teras.  I got a lovely medal and was 
glad I went, despite the weather. 

Firework Night 
 

This year’s event will take place on Saturday 3rd November 
At 6.30 pm 

 

Help is needed with the BBQ and Refreshments 
If you would like to volunteer please contact Alan Darvill 



OUT CLUBBING  
The cut out and keep guide to yet more sailing clubs. 
 
Queen Mary Sailing Club 
 
Situated in Staines, Middlesex the Queen Mary reservoir provides water for 
the West London area and is really big and is also high.  Owned by Thames 
Water it is home to Queen Mary Sailing Club and also has a Chandlers who 
always have a sale on.  The reservoir is effectively divided into two halves by 
a long mole and for big events you sail into one half from the other. 
 
The banks of the reservoir are very steep and great care and strength is re-
quired to launch and recover the boats.  Although electric winches are avail-
able one has to attend a training course before one is let loose on them.  This 
club is a professional organisation and not your average sailing club with the 
ever open galley and bar being a commercial operation. 
 
The drill is to drop kit, boat and crew in the boat park then move the car to the 
huge car park at ground level.  Failure to do so results in the instigation of 
Rule 23.4 - Boats Associated with Cars parked in the Upper (Clubhouse) level 
during a race may be disqualified from that race without a hearing.  Thames 
Water also extract gravel from this reservoir and there is huge moored 
dredger and at the far shore a recovery plant. (It recovers gravel apparently). 
 
This club is home to the infamous Bloody Mary pursuit race which attracts 
more than 200 boats every January. 
 
Top Tip - If you get passed near to the end of the event retire immediately oth-
erwise it could be a long wait in sub-zero temperatures to get off the water. 
 
Although the surroundings are not terribly interesting it is a big piece of water 
which makes a nice change from the usual trees, islands, weed and shallows 
of many local clubs.  The showers and toilets are superbly clean and do not 
miss the piles of men’s kit in the changing room.  Take a full wallet as this club 
is not for the frugal but it is very well organised. 
 
Rule 24 is worth noting.  A boat shall neither make radio transmissions while 
racing nor receive radio communications not available to all boats.  This re-
striction also applies to mobile phones.  So don’t order a pizza on the last lap.  
Finally there are some interesting photographs and history of the testing of 
midget submarines here during World War 2. 
 
Maidenhead Sailing Club 
 
The club is not on the River Thames but close by and is still a working sand 



and gravel pit so if bored with the sailing you can still watch gravel being ex-
tracted at the northern end of the lake and the romantic Cliveden House which 
came to fame in the 1960’s for the Profumo affair involving Christine Keeler 
and Steven Ward.  The buildings, which are now a hotel, can be seen on a 
hilltop in the distance.  The lake is of modest proportions and features three 
islands and a large shallows area.  A speciality of the club is to move the rac-
ing marks and lay courses such that there are options as to which way to sail 
around the islands which helps local sailors when Open events take place.  
Even more useful is the use of the shallows area which can be crossed with 
care although visiting sailors are always advised to avoid them and we have 
used this to our advantage at several Graduate Opens! 
 
Interestingly, marks are identified by colour although towards the end of the 
season when the paint falls off most end up blue.  At one Open meeting a visi-
tor asked me which mark was black the answer was “it’s the blue one with the 
yellow flag on it”.  One mark is not a colour but known as rotary. 
 
The big trees on the island block out the winds so when strong winds are 
blowing it can be difficult with the gusts and directional changes. 
 
The clubhouse is attractive and comfortable built in an elevated position adja-
cent to the car park.  The reason for the elevation is that the club is (or was) 
prone to flooding - in fact the clubhouse was used for the race box and end of 
the start/finish line one wet winter.  This problem may now have been over-
come now that the Maidenhead flood relief channel has been dug.  Or has it 
moved the problem further downstream? 
 
Maidenhead S.C. is perhaps home to the largest Albacore fleet in the world 
and also boasts a strong Solo fleet.  We would commend to you a good social 
scene with enormous banquets taking place in the clubhouse at certain times 
of the year - add the charming bar area and you have a very welcoming club. 
 
Stoke Newington West Reservoir Centre 
 
It all started with a visit to an art exhibition held in the Old Pumping Station.  
But it turned out there were boats sailing on the water.  This site is in the heart 
of North London - Borough of Hackney - and the pump building is on the edge 
of the West Reservoir.  There is an East Reservoir the other side of a bisect-
ing road.  The building dates back to 1936, but was opened in 2003 as an art 
centre, café, canoe club and sailing tuition centre.  Courses are run by the 
North London Sailing Association on this 30 acre site.  We enjoyed coffee and 
cake on the terrace overlooking the water and watched children sailing in un-
der powered single sail, but twin hulled boats (Fun Boats) and also adults in 
Topper Omegas.  Winds were interesting being diverted by various blocks of 
flats surrounding the site. 



Tuition is to R.Y.A. level 2, R.Y.A. Instructor or R.Y.A. Senior Instructor.  Sadly 
the Reservoir is rather small for racing but would make an interesting venue 
for the Graduates - I.e. small lake, tricky winds and not to far for me to travel, 
they also have very nice cakes and good coffee. 
 

Harlow Blackwater Sailing Club 
 
Set on the southern bank of the Blackwater River, near Maldon in Essex, the 
clubhouse is built on pillars - presumably to avoid the occasional flood.  Visi-
tors are very well received and the atmosphere in the club is friendly and very 
informal.  This is not a club for blazer wearers or with car park spaces re-
served for club officers.  Everybody is expected to muck in and help, hence 
we ended up cleaning up the loos at a recent Regatta! 
 

A major issue is the launching and recovery procedure.  A long wooden ramp 
leads down from the raised river bank to the water.  Naturally this ramp does 
become slippery and the edges, when immersed in the river, somewhat ill de-
fined.  Disaster is only inches away.  Getting a rigged boat off the trolley when 
the wind direction is the wrong way is tricky and landing again after racing re-
quires a helping hand. 
 

The racing marks in the river are shared with another dinghy club 200 yards 
away.  This makes for interesting mark-rounding experiences, particularly as 
on one occasion the first mark for both clubs was the same, but we came in 
on Starboard as the other fleet had to round on Port.  Both clubs started their 
race at the same time! 
 

This club is devoted to good living and the bar is stocked with draught beer 
from a small brewery a mile away.  The galley produces enormous portions of 
well cooked food and when we were there the best hog roast we ever had.  
Being a tidal river racing is only possible an hour each side of high tide.  When 
the tide is out vast acres of Essex mud appear, but this is more mysterious 
than unattractive. 
 

An interesting and unusual feature is the Junior Hut which is separate from the 
main clubhouse.  “What goes on in here?” we asked but apparently no adult 
has ever found out.  Finally not to be missed is to enjoy the view of the water 
from the veranda at the front of the clubhouse.  Sharp witted and amusing 
members will entertain you with friendly jokes at the expense of many of the 
sailors.  A particular highlight is falling off the ramp into the water. 
 

Top Tips:- Do not lose contact with the faster boats during racing as finding 
some of the marks in the Blackwater is quite difficult.  This is imperative when 
the driving rain restricts vision.  Finding the mark called “The Doctor” which is 
about a mile out from the club is difficult at the best of times, let alone during a 
storm. 



Make friends quickly as they will take the trolley up the ramp and catch you 
when you return.  Buy drinks at the bar for all those people who have helped 
you up the ramp.  If you drop something over the side when you are racing, 
(eg. glasses) these can be easily recovered at low tide by the man who knows 
where the firm mud is - he shall also be rewarded. 
 
Incidentally “The Doctor” got its name from the time when Osea Island was a 
recovery home for alcoholics.  The patients used to order their booze from the 
local pub and it was delivered to, and left on the Doctor mark for recovery at 
low tide.  Osea is a very large island in the Blackwater. 
 
Blue Tuesday 

Fuel Cans 
 

New fuel cans for general use have been bought in order to comply with cur-
rent legislation and help make refuelling easier. The fuel cans in the fuel 
locker are now colour coded as follows: 
 

Green Cans: These all contain unleaded fuel only. This fuel is used in the 
lawn mowers the 9hp engine and fast safety boat. 
 

Red Cans: These contain mixed fuel, which is used in the 4hp outboard en-
gines and the green strimmer. Two of the tanks are specifically for the 4hp 
boat engines. 
 

Black Cans: These contain diesel, which is used in the committee boat only. 
 

The red tanks in the fast safety boat and the 9hp boat are not included in this 
regime. 
 

Thank you. 
 
Dave Tonge (BSC Foreshore Manager) 

CLUB CLOTHING 
 
The club has an arrangement with Ravenspring Ltd whereby club members 
can individually select and order a wide range of sailing, sports, and leisure 
clothing. To order select the items you would like to purchase from the web-
site or clubhouse catalogue, Visit the Ravenspring website at:  
 
             http://www.ravenspring.co.uk/pages/embroidery_club.htm 
             or phone Ravenspring on 01803 867092 
 
The club receives 5% of the order value into the club funds. 



 

40th Anniversary - Thought for the Day! 

 

The Banger Wayfarer - Patriotic to the End 




